Archives ofDiseaseinChildhood 1992;67: 1412 et al, recently reported 14 cases which they documented in this manner. ' Within a period of six months we have seen three babies with ALTE from three unrelated families. All three had been discovered limp, cyanotic, and apparently lifeless during their afternoon nap. Petechial haemorrhages were found on the face and neck of two of the babies on admission. No other episodes occurred during observation in hospital or the follow up period.
These would probably have remained unexplained unrelated cases were it not that when the third case was brought to the casualty department by the family doctor he was accompanied by the babysitter who had discovered the baby. She was recognised by one of the nursing staff as a regular attender at the casualty department with minor wounds that were suspected of being caused by automutilation and she had made several allegations of being attacked or raped.
In the ensuing discussions it came to light that this woman was the babysitter who had also been The report did not pretend to be a scientific treatise of anal sphincter dysfunction in myotonic dystrophy. Our hope in sharing these non-specific clinical observations is to make colleagues aware of added potential pitfalls which attend the diagnosis of child sexual abuse in myotonic dystrophy. We feel that shared clinical experiences such as ours are of value to clinicians in avoiding inappropriate diagnoses of child sexual abuse. 
